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WORLD NATURAL HERITAGE
Located in the Sahelo-Sudanian zone of
West Africa, Park W owes its name to the
meandering Niger River at the regional park’s
northern border. The 220,000-hectare park
is located in the southwest of Niger 150 km
from the capital Niamey.
Niger’s Park W is at the heart of a natural

cross-border park complex of nearly
1,000,000 hectares prized for its large
mammals and one of the last remaining
habitats for Western African elephants.
More than 73 species of large mammals
(buffalo, leopard, lion, roan antelope,
hippopotamus and others), 200 species of
fish, more than 100 species of reptiles and
more than 530 species of birds (spur-winged

goose, African fish eagle and
Arabian bustard, etc.) are
found in Park W.
Its biological and cultural diversity and
the multitude of its wetlands have earned
Park W’s inscription on the list of Ramsar
sites, Man and Biosphere networks and
classification as a UNESCO World Natural
Heritage site.
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REVIEWS

THE CHALLENGE
Threats to the stability and sustainability of
the park include species exploitation for the
illegal wildlife trade, bushmeat poaching,
habitat loss due to agricultural pressure
and the illegal use of natural resources. Lion
populations have been decimated across
Africa. Agricultural pressure and the illegal
use of natural resources are compounded
by the lack of conflict mitigation measures,
and the absence of economic incentives and
alternative livelihoods. Park W however, is a
beacon of hope for the protection of these
iconic species, providing a safe harbour for
critical populations of wildlife in the region.

THE SOLUTION
Together with the Government of Niger and
other key funders, we are working to ensure
the ecological restoration and protection of
Park W, to restore and revitalize this globally
important park. This includes the creation
of a special law enforcement brigade to
overhaul law enforcement practices and

to safeguard the park’s wildlife and build
a constituency for conservation with local
communities. Protecting the last great
savannah wilderness in West Africa, and
its iconic species, will help preserve this
wilderness for generations to come. Wild
Africa Conservation’s strategy promotes
environmentally-sensitive enterprises to
help increase employment and generate
needed income for the park as well as for
local communities living in the area. Working
with communities is a top priority, to
mitigate human-wildlife conflict and provide
alternative livelihoods to poaching and
resource extraction, to ensure a future and
prosperity for the region.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Park W is one of the largest remaining
strongholds for elephants and lions in West
Africa
• Secure Park W and its periphery thanks to an
emergency plan to protect the environment
(against human pressures like poaching,
grazing, fishing and wood cutting)
• Open and maintain a network of wildlife
trails, ponds, salt marshes and forest cover
and infrastructure to monitor and protect
animals.
• Establish an ecological monitoring system
as a tool for evaluating the performance of
protection and surveillance activities
• Construct and manage a training center
for French-speaking Africa on wildlife
conservation and re-introduction and
recovery of endangered species.
• Form cooperatives with local communities
to develop sustainable value chains.

• Ensure the sustainability of the project and
the integrity of its natural heritage by
promoting a landscape approach within
the Regional Park W in close collaboration
with regional development actors and local
populations (awareness-raising and activities
with these populations).

NEXT STEPS
• Implement an enhanced law enforcement
strategy to reduce poaching;
• Develop a communication and technology
network that will cover the entire landscape;
• Focus on education and economic impacts
to protect and restore the environment
for the benefit of local communities;
• Promote green enterprise creation to
increase employment and incomes and help
achieve long-term sustainability of the park;
• Conduct surveys of wildlife populations to
create a baseline data for improved wildlife
management.

WILD AFRICA CONSERVATION (WAC) is an international NGO created to act alongside the Government of Niger in the management,
rehabilitation and conservation of Park W. This association is comprised of engineers, scientists and entrepreneurs living in
Niger with the common goal of saving this unique environment that makes Park W a source of national pride.
For more information please contact us at : La Tapoa, Niger - Phone Niger : +227 98 66 90 38 - Phone France : +33 6 72 12 69 28 E-mail: contact@wac-niger.org - Web : www.wac-niger.com
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